
 

Reading beyond the classroom  
Years 7 – 9. 
 

While in Years 7, 8 and 9, students should try and read a wide variety of books. This selection of 
books, magazines and autobiographies will stimulate the brain, inspire imagination and awaken 
your inner muso. 
 
Newspapers and magazines are a good source of reading and these types of text will help broaden 
your musical horizons. There are a number of high-quality websites: 

 
 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82 
 https://www.nme.com/ 

https://www.youtube.com 
https://www.kerrang.com/ 
https://www.bmg.com/uk/ 
https://www.thewire.co.uk/home/ 

 
In addition to this, our recommendations follow below.  These texts do not form part of our schemes 
of work so reading them will not spoil students’ enjoyment of future lessons.  They will most likely 
complement the work we do. 

 
Troy Andrews     Trombone Shorty 
Hailing from the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans, Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews got his nickname by 
wielding a trombone twice as long as he was high. A prodigy, he was leading his own band by age six and 
today this Grammy-nominated artist headlines the legendary New Orleans Jazz Fest. Along with esteemed 
illustrator Bryan Collier, Andrews has created a lively picture book autobiography about how he followed his 
dream of becoming a musician, despite the odds, until he reached international stardom. Trombone Shorty is 
a celebration of the rich cultural history of New Orleans and the power of music. 
 
 
MS Margarita Engle & Rafael López  Drum Dream Girl 
Girls cannot be drummers. Long ago on an island filled with music, no one questioned that rule--until the 
drum dream girl. In her city of drumbeats, she dreamed of pounding tall congas and tapping small bongós. 
She had to keep quiet. She had to practice in secret. But when at last her dream-bright music was heard, 
everyone sang and danced and decided that both girls and boys should be free to drum and dream. 
Inspired by the childhood of Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, a Chinese-African-Cuban girl who broke Cuba's 
traditional taboo against female drummers, Drum Dream Girl tells an inspiring true story for dreamers 
everywhere. 
 
Angie Thomas     On the Come Up 
Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend 
who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive shoes to fill. But when her first song goes viral for all the 
wrong reasons, Bri finds herself at the centre of controversy and portrayed by the media as more menace 
than MC. And with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri no longer just wants to make it – she has to. 
Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be. 
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Howard Goodall     The Story of Music 
Bri wants to be one of the greatest rappers of all time. As the daughter of an underground hip hop legend 
who died right before he hit big, Bri’s got massive shoes to fill. But when her first song goes viral for all the 
wrong reasons, Bri finds herself at the centre of controversy and portrayed by the media as more menace 
than MC. And with an eviction notice staring her family down, Bri no longer just wants to make it – she has to. 
Even if it means becoming the very thing the public has made her out to be. 
 
Giles Oakley      The Devil’s Music: History of the Blues 
Superbly researched and vividly written, The Devil's Music is one of the only books to trace the rise and 
development of the blues both in relation to other forms of black music and in the context of American social 
history as experienced by African Americans. From its roots in the turn-of-the-century honky-tonks of New 
Orleans and the barrelhouses and plantations of the Mississippi Delta to modern legends such as John Lee 
Hooker and B. B. King, the blues comes alive here through accounts by the blues musicians themselves and 
those who knew them.  
 
Miles Davis & Quincy Troupe   Miles: The Autobiography 
Miles talks about music and musicians, including the legends he has played with over the years: Bird, Dizzy, 
Monk, Trane, Mingus and many others. The man who has given us the most exciting music of recent times 
has now given us a fascinating and compelling insight into his extraordinary life. 
 
Pharrell Williams     Pharrell: Places & Spaces I’ve Been 
Redefining cool for a new generation, Pharrell Williams is a creative force, using music, fashion, and design 
to express his distinctive style. Originating at the crossroads of art, design, popular culture, and street savvy, 
Pharrell Williams’s output is unique. By playing off different disciplines―namely music, fashion, street art, 
and design―and using each as an element in the other, Pharrell has redefined the role of the contemporary 
recording artist, blazing a trail for other musicians and prominent cultural figures. Illustrated with lavish 
photography, this book also explores his musical career in depth, charting his many projects from his 
production team The Neptunes, to the band N.E.R.D., and his collaborations with friends Kanye West, Jay-Z, 
Snoop Dogg, and other hip-hop royalty. 
 
Stormzy      Rise Up: The #Merky Story So Far 
In four years Stormzy has risen from one of the most promising musicians of his generation to a 
spokesperson for a generation. Rise Up is the story of how he got there. It’s a story about faith and the ideas 
worth fighting for. It’s about knowing where you’re from, and where you’re going. It’s about following your 
dreams without compromising who you are. 
Featuring never-before-seen photographs, annotated lyrics and contributions from those closest to him, Rise 
Up is the #Merky story, and the record of a journey unlike any other. 
 
Carole King      A Natural Woman 
A memoir by the iconic singer-songwriter chronicling her story from her beginnings in Brooklyn through her 
remarkable success as one of the world's most acclaimed musical talents, to her present day as a leading 
performer and activist. From her marriage to Gerry Goffin, with whom she wrote dozens of songs that hit the 
charts, to her own achievements, notably with 'Tapestry', which remained on the charts for more than six 
years, to her experiences as a mother, this memoir chronicles one of music's most successful and fascinating 
stars. 
 
 

“Where words fail, music speaks.” 
 

Hans Christian Andersen 


