
Welcome to our Year 10 Preparation for Success Evening 

YOUR SCHOOL
YOUR FUTURE

YOUR COMMUNITY!



Outline of the Evening
• How to prepare your son or daughter for success this year.

Mrs Smith & Miss Hesketh.

• Attendance and achievement.

Mrs Hudson

• Work Experience.

Mrs Wilkinson & Mr Rastrick.

• Core Subject Input. 

oMr Hartley, Mrs Millward, & Mr Tudor.

• Options Subjects & Post-16 Representatives – Sports Hall.



• School support

• Year 10 Learning 
Journey

• Student engagement

•Prepare now, little 
and often



Attendance
Every day counts. School target: 
97% attendance.

Strong habits are the building 
blocks for success.

Missed time = lost learning and 
gaps in knowledge.

Punctuality vital, too.



The Maths of Attendance...



Attendance & achievement

Source:

National research on 
UK schools.

Attendanc
e %

Average 
Grade

Old grade 
equivalent

95%+ 5 Low B

90-95% 3 D

Below 90% 2 F

Source: Byrchall High School results, 2026



Attendance: we are here to help...

Dedicated attendance team 
(Attendance Manager: Mrs R. 
Savage).

Support for students & families.

Attendance@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk

Please reach out. 

mailto:Attendance@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk


Work experience

The latest UK government guidance expects all children aged 11–16 to 
undertake one week of employer-led hands-on work experience in 
Years 10–11.

• This is to help them explore careers and build confidence, with 
schools and employers ensuring safety and support throughout.

• The current Year 11 successfully completed their work experience 
last year.



Work experience

• In the week beginning 28th June 2027, students in Year 10 will not be 
in school.

• Students, with the help of parents, should source their own work 
placement for this week.  

• This should be completed  by February half-term 2027.



Work experience- Unifrog

• Organisation of work experience placements will be managed using an online 
careers platform called Unifrog.

• Students will have logged into Unifrog last year.

• Students will get an email this week – on their school account – where they 
can link to Unifrog and set a (new) password if necessary.​​

• Parents will receive information about work placements and Unifrog shortly 
after the students.​​

• Students will record details of their placement on Unifrog.

• Unifrog will check placements for all necessary insurance/health and safety 
compliance.



Work experience

• Understandably, there may be a small number of students who are 
unable to source their own work experience.

• In these circumstances, please contact school, as early as possible, as 
we may be able to offer some support.

• The earlier students start to look for a placement, the better.



Year 10 Support – English
Mr Hartley

nhartley@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk



GCSE English at Byrchall High School 

AQA GCSE 

English Language

Paper 1 – Explorations in 
Creative Reading & Writing 

(1hr 45 mins)

Section A – Reading 

One literature fiction text.

Section B – Writing

Descriptive or narrative writing.

Students will undertake a two-year course which will prepare them for examinations in two GCSE qualifications

AQA GCSE 

English Language

Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints & 
Perspectives (1hr 45 mins)

Section A – Reading 

One non-fiction text and one 
literary non-fiction text.

Section B – Writing

Transactional non-fiction writing.

Students will also undertake an assessment in Speaking & Listening. For this, they must prepare and deliver a presentation.



GCSE English at Byrchall High School 

AQA GCSE 

English Literature

Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 

19th-Century Novel
(1hr 45 mins)

Section A – Shakespeare
Macbeth

Section B – 19th-Century Novel

The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll 
and Mr Hyde

Students will undertake a two-year course which will prepare them for examinations in two GCSE qualifications

AQA GCSE 

English Literature

Paper 2 – Modern Texts and 

Poetry
(2hr 15 mins)

Section A – Modern Prose or Drama

Blood Brothers

Section B – Poetry
Love & Relationships Poetry Anthology

Unseen Poetry



GCSE English at Byrchall High School 
How can school, students and parents work together to ensure success in English?

o When your child reaches Year 11, they will be offered weekly revision sessions after-school with your  
child's class teacher which will be programmed and tailored to close knowledge gaps and enhance 
examination skills. In Year 10, your child could set aside an hour a week dedicated to English revision 
to form this habit.

o Targeted in-class support based upon tracked achievement in assessment and current progress. 

o Homework and revision tasks designed to deepen understanding and aid recall.

o Extra-curricular trips, clubs and offers to promote critical thinking, a love for learning and boost self-
confidence in a set text. We have a trip to see Blood Brothers planned for March. 

o Mock examinations and “walking-talking mocks” to ensure that your child is fully ready for the real 
examinations!



GCSE English at Byrchall High School 
How can school, students and parents work together to ensure success in English?

o Encourage wider reading to provide broader contextual knowledge. English specialists 
will be signposting students what to read and when.

o Read, re-read, and watch or listen to adaptations of key texts at home.

o Read and read widely – books, short stories, magazines, blogs, newspapers. In your 
Language exams you will be asked questions on unfamiliar fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Some of the texts will be from the 19th-century. By reading widely you will become 
accustomed to decoding unfamiliar vocabulary and become familiar with the structures 
and conventions of writing.

o Get in touch with your classroom teacher, Mr Longson (Learning Manager – KS4 English) 
or Mr Hartley (Director of Learning – English and Literacy) if you have any concerns, need 
any help, or just want to check something. 



Successful Revision Techniques- Starting Early
o Blurting & Brain Dumps
o Character Tracker / Timeline
o Cornell Notes 
o Examination Questions (Deconstructing, 

Planning, Introductions, Timed Answers)
o Flashcards
o Knowledge Organisers
o Look, Cover, Write, Check
o Mind Maps & Spidergrams
o Quotation Drills
o Retrieval Quizzes
o Spaced Practice
o Teach Somebody Else
o Theme Tracker / Timeline
o Writer's Method Spotting



Is Social Media Useful for English Revision?

We strongly advise that if you choose to revise using social media, then do so with 
caution. If you come across a theory, idea or analysis on social media that your English 
teacher has not taught you, then it is unlikely to be accurate. 

The only person on social media we would recommend is Mr Bruff and our own 
Instagram page. 



Useful Revision Guides
Further questions...

Get in touch with your 
child’s classroom 
teacher, Mr Longson 
(Learning Manager KS4 
English) or Mr Hartley 
(Director of Learning – 
English and Literacy) if 
you have any concerns, 
need any help or just 
want to check anything. 



Y10 Support – Science

Mrs Millward
Email: kmillward@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk

mailto:kmillward@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk


1 October, 2026 Aims / Overview
General overview of the specification

Assessment requirements

How to support your child with Science

Next steps



Science

• Teaching in science continues to deepening scientific 
knowledge and the understanding of ideas developed in 
earlier key stages.

• Science provides the platform for more advanced studies, 
establishing the basis for a wide range of careers.

• Two pathways: Combined Science / Separate Science



AQA combined science: Trilogy

Biology assessment

• Two exam papers 

• 70 marks each

• 16.7% of GCSE

• 7 topics

Chemistry assessment

• Two exam papers 

• 70 marks each

• 16.7% of GCSE

• 10 topics

 

Physics assessment

• Two exam papers 

• 70 marks each

• 16.7% of GCSE

• 7 topics

Students will sit 6 exam papers: two Biology, two Chemistry and 
two Physics. Each paper will assess knowledge and understanding 
in distinct areas and working scientific skills.



1 October, 2026 AQA combined science: Trilogy



Required practicals

Combined Science Trilogy-  
21 required practical’s

GCSE Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics- 23 required 
practical’s



1 October, 2026 Support in school
Provide Revision Checklist – a list of specific topics and knowledge required 
for each exam paper. 

Do recall and short application questions from revision guide (can be bought 
from their science teacher).

Regular retrieval practice e.g. quizzes. 

Exam practise in lessons- model how to answer exam questions / 
assessments / provide feedback.

Regular assessment and feedback – feedback used to identify gaps in 
knowledge and incorporate in lessons. 

Question level analysis (QLA) - students will be provided with a personalised 
QLA following all assessments.



1 October, 2026 Revision
Learn definitions – Flash cards, making lists etc make mind maps (fill in revision sheets 
from tonight)

Do recall and short application questions from revision guide (can be bought from 
their science teacher)

Revision Checklist – check this off with your child – or check that they have checked it. 
If they have, look at the relevant pages from the revision guide and test them!! 

Mind maps and answers – tests understanding and great resource as notes

Use revision guides to make notes and complete questions. 

Watch videos on require practical’s. 



1 October, 2026 Revision
Knowledge organisers



1 October, 2026 Revision
Flash cards 



1 October, 2026 Revision
Mind maps



1 October, 2026 Revision
Exam questions / model answers



1 October, 2026 Revision
Revision guide 



1 October, 2026 How can you support
Read books related to science. 

Watching science related documentaries / programmes 

Use online platforms to revision prior knowledge. E.g. BBC 
bitesize

Quizzing- use self and peer quizzing to help retrieval practice.

Homework-  complete weekly and incorporate revision.



1 October, 2026 Next steps
Enhance subject knowledge and skill through the 
curriculum.

Formative assessment embedded in all lessons 
and used to identify gaps in learning.

Personalised RAG grids will be provided to all 
students following tests / exams. 

Exam question walk- through revision will take 
place prior to each examination. 



Y10 Support – Maths

Mr Tudor
Email: dtudor@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk

mailto:kmillward@byrchall.wigan.sch.uk


 

Working Together

• Working in partnership to ensure the best results
• Having an understanding of what is happening, 

when and why?
• Developing confidence
• Success throughout and at the end of Year 11



 

Preparation
• During Year 11, assessment is based around specimen 

and practice exam papers
• Set up the learning programme to ensure new learning 

is tested within the next assessment
• Set up improvement plans for each student in the form 

of a RAG analysis from the first set of mock exams.
• Targeted intervention post mocks 



 

Preparation

• We want the students to perform at their best in their 
mock examinations.

• Confidence boost
• Will give us a true flavour of strengths and weaknesses. 
• The importance of scaffolding. 



 

Preparation through Scaffolding

• Topic checklists with Sparx Maths clip numbers
• Core Skills homework set weekly
• Targeted lessons based on Mock content
• In class starter tasks



 

Mock Revision Lists



 

Core Challenge 10
• We want pupils to make sustained progress in 

manageable chunks.
• If a pupil gains just 10 extra marks per paper, that will 

improve them by one grade.
• Following mock exams, we’ll  work with pupils to 

identify topics of weakness and support them in their 
revision to gain those extra 10 marks and improve their 
grade.



 

Sparx Maths revision

• Help videos on every topic
• Questions on every topic tailored to your child’s ability
• To be used for independent revision at home



 

Sparx Maths revision



 

Sparx Maths revision



 

Sparx Maths revision

ALL maintained of surpassed their final mock grade



 

Past Paper Society

• Every Tuesday in our restaurant
• Past Paper practice
• All together helping each other
• Multiple maths teachers present



 

Hannah Kettle Maths

• Live past paper walkthroughs every Thursday
• On TikTok and Youtube
• Foundation 7:00pm – 7:30pm
• Higher 7:30pm – 8:00pm



 

Homework

• Set every week
• Regular practice of core skills
• Great for Recall and Retention
• Independent personalised study fully encouraged!



 

Foundation or Higher?

• We will make the correct decision for your child. 

• Skills for life. 

• Students’ next steps. (studying beyond Byrchall)

• More than just a Qualification!



 

How can you help?

• Good attendance - making sure your child attends all 
Mathematics lessons and understands the importance 
of making the most of lesson times.
 

• Equipment and space - Making sure a quiet space for 
study is provided, as are pens, paper and other 
necessities.



 

How can you help?
• Encouragement - Showing an interest in their 

Mathematics, helping with homework (but not doing it 
for them), testing them when they ask, keeping a subtle 
eye on progress and celebrating achievements. 

• Strong school links - Ensuring your child knows that you 
are ready to liaise with the department whenever they 
need you to can help ease their worries and stress.

• Don’t hesitate in contacting us, if you have any worries or 
concerns.  



 

Examination format

• Mathematics is examined across three papers

• One non-calculator and two calculator papers

• Each lasts for 1 hour and 30 minutes



Maths – Calculators



 

Revision Guides
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